
St. Matthias Youth Ministry 

Homeless Awareness Project 
Building a Structure of Support 

Box City: Building a Structure of Support 
Everyday day thousands of people in Milwaukee spend nights outside 
without adequate shelter, food, and clothing. We may be blessed to 
never have to endure that daily hardship but we can never truly un-
derstand the difficulty of not having a home. This year we are again 

hosting Box City: A Homelessness Awareness Project. For one night, 
all teenagers are welcome to participate in this event that pushes us 
outside our comfort zone and brings us a little closer to feeling what 

many around us experience every day.  
 

When: 6:30 pm Saturday, May 28th— 7:30 am mass on       
Sunday, May 29th  

What: Teens will be participating in various activities to raise aware-
ness of homelessness and bring us closer to the situation, culminated 

with spending a night outside. 

 
We will pledge both our time and treasure in this activity, by asking 
students to pledge $25 to our chosen charity, Repairs of the Breach.  

 
Interested teens should complete the  permission slip and forms, re-

turning them to the parish office by Friday, May 20th, 2016. No late 
permission slips will be accepted. Please see the banner ad and for-
mation page at www.stmatthias-milw.org for more information and 

remember to bring your own box.  
 

If you have any questions, please contact Brian Jens,  
Director Lifelong Faith Formation at  

414-321-0893 ext. 406 & at bjens@stmatthias-milw.org  

Box City 
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Dear Box City Participant, 
 
You will be one of many young people who will be raising awareness and money for Repairs of the Breach, 
the only organization solely dedicated to helping teens and young adults through their most difficult times.  

We ask that you make an initial pledge of $25 when registering, and do your best to secure additional pledg-
es (family, friends, etc.).  The pledges raised will go directly towards furnishing and supplying programs at 
Pathfinders.  
 

There are a few key things you need to know: 
 

 We ask that you provide your own boxes to sleep in for the event. 

 Please do not bring any electronic items such as laptops, iPads or portable games.  Cell phones may be 

brought, but they will be turned in at the beginning of the evening and returned to you in the morning.  
They will be made available in the event of emergency. 

 We are going to try and recreate what those without homes or belongings go through on a daily basis.  

You may bring a book to read but it will be dark outside.  We will be collecting items that are being used 
that a homeless person would not have.  These items will be returned in the morning before you leave. 

 Please eat dinner before you come to this event.  We will not be serving a meal. 

 Please do not bring snacks or sodas.  Homeless people do not have a kitchen or the opportunity to buy 

snacks.  They depend on the kindness of others through meal programs and food pantries. 
 
You can bring: 
 

 Sleeping bag. 

 Pillow. 

 A blanket 

 Warm clothing, layering is the best way to go.  Hats and mittens would also be an item to pack if the 

weather gets cold. 

 Cardboard box to sleep in 

 
Please pack a change of clothing in case there is rain and you get wet. 
 
Please let your friends know that they should not come and visit.  The idea behind the evening is raising 
awareness of homelessness.  There are security issues with letting people just drop in.  If your parents wish 

to come and visit and sit by the fire they are more then welcome. 
 
Parents must drop you off on Saturday evening and pick you up on Sunday morning.  You will be very tired 
and we want you to get home safe.  You will not be allowed to drive yourself home.  Please contact me if this 

is a problem.  We will conclude the event by attending the 7:30 am mass together as a group.  
 
In case of an emergency overnight, parents can reach you by calling my cell phone 414-719-1590 

 
I look forward to seeing you. 
 
Best Regards, 
 
Brian Jens 
Director of Lifelong Faith Formation  
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I will be participating in a Homeless Awareness Project Saturday, May 28th and Sunday, May 

29th.  I will be sleeping outside in a box overnight and learning about homelessness and hunger 

in our community/country.  I am raising money to help support Pathfinders of Milwaukee, Milwau-

kee’s only refuge for teens struggling through major life crises.  I have pledged to raise 

$________.  All monies will be applied directly towards furnishing and supplying apartments the 

teens and young adults living in their first apartment.  I ask you to support me by making a 

pledge.  Please make checks payable to St. Matthias Parish. 

  

Name:_____________________________________________________________ 

  

Pledges 

Name Pledge Amount 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  


