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First Grade Curriculum Highlights 
In Social Studies your child will: 

 Recognize a timeline and its use 

 Construct a personal timeline. Identify 

and use a variety of sources to gather 

and record information about the past 

 Name some important people in U.S. His-

tory 

 Recognize that history is about ALL peo-

ple –we are part of history 

 Describe some important events in histo-

ry 

 Introduce an awareness of current 

events 

 Identify the continents 

 Identify Cardinal directions 

 Understand and construct a simple map 

using a key and legend 

 Know map terms 

 Name environmental changes in a commu-

nity 

 Identify changes people make to a com-

munity over time 

 Name ways to protect the environment 

 Identify earth’s resources and ways peo-

ple use them 

 Identify physical features: rivers, lakes, 

and mountains 

 Recognize the uniqueness of individual 

classmates and others 

 Understand the importance of belonging 

to groups 

 Explore cultures of each continent 

 Complete projects of each continent 

 Complete projects working in cooperative 

groups 

 Identify the interdependence between 

business and workers 

 Name resources and products from the 

United States and around the world 

 Explain the roles of banks 

 Explain the various behaviors that pro-

mote or hinder cooperation 

 Explain forms of civic action: voting, local 

improvements, and protesting 

 Learn basic community laws and explain 

why they are needed 

 

 Identify the types of leaders in a commu-

nity 

 Recognize all life as a gift from God 

 Identify at a primary level the family as a 

basic social institution 

 Recognize example of social responsibility 

 Understand the concept of the blended 

family 

 Recognize obligations of Christians to seek 

justice in the world 

 Understand the basic rights of people 

 Identifies examples of prejudice 

 Displays examples of individual and cultur-

al differences 

 Participate in simple service projects that 

benefit others 

 Name bad elements that hurt the environ-

ment (land, air and water) 

 Demonstrate that people can make the 

environment better by their actions  

 Identify God as the maker of everything 

in the environment 

In Mathematics your child will: 

 Write and order numbers to 120 

 Develop and use counting strategies 

 Read concrete and pictorial bar graphs 

 Recognize the relationship between addi-

tion and subtraction 

 Use fact strategies up to 20 

 Count backwards and forwards from a giv-

en number 

 Count by 2’s to 100 

 Measure lengths 

 Represent money amounts using penny, 

nickel, dime and quarter  

 Identify geometric shapes  

 Demonstrate the concept of 1/2, 1/3, 1/4 

with manipulatives 

 Identify and describe patterns 

 Sort, classify, and order objects 

 Write fact families 

 Solve word problems using manipulatives 

 Read and write time to the hour and half 

hour 

 

 

In Science your child will: 

 Know that air has many uses and it takes 

us space 

 Understand that weather conditions 

change daily and over the seasons 

 Identify the similarities and differences 

of rainy, sunny, snowy, and cloudy days 

 Measure air temperature using a ther-

mometer 

 Understand that the earth is surrounded 

by air and it is called the atmosphere 

 Understand the earth’s composition 

(rocks, soils, water and gases) 

 Understand rock types, sizes and masses 

 Learn that water and solids have weight 

 Understand that animals and insects 

have life cycles 

 Learn the terms carnivore,  herbivore, 

omnivore as terms used to describe what 

animals eat. 

 Understand, observe and explain animal 

behaviors 

 Explain the concept of an endangered 

organism 

 Understand the different habitats for 

animals 

 Discuss human teeth and their function 

In Religion your child will: 

 Recognize Learns to identify the Church 

as God’s family 

 Begins to recognize that God sent us 

Jesus to show us how to love God 

 Recognizes Mary as the mother of Jesus 

 Knows that the Bible is the story of 

God’s people 

 Is familiar with the story of  Christmas 

(Luke2:8-18) and Easter (John 20:1-20, 

Luke 24:13-35) 

 Knows that Jesus gave us two great com-

mandments 

 Respects God’s name as holy 

 Show respect for people of all races, 

languages and abilities 

 Recognize saints as people who follow 

Jesus 
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  First Grade Curriculum Highlights—Continued 

In Reading/Language Arts your 
child will: 

 Apply phonics concepts such as 

initial and final sounds, rhyming 

words, short and long vowel 

sounds and consonant blends 

 Use reading strategies to make 

predictions 

 Recall main events sequentially 

 Identify main idea and key 

points 

 Read with fluency 

 Recognize elements of story 

structure 

 Read for information 

 Read aloud effectively 

 Volunteer relevant information 

to keep discussion going 

 Follow directions of increasing 

complexity 

 Clarify ideas by asking ques-

tions 

 Listen to stories and recal con-

tent 

 Compose simple sentences 

 Journal write recalling events 

from life 

 Journal write creatively in fic-

tional compositions 

 Compose using prewriting and 

drafting strategies 

 Expand beginning sentences 

with detail using prepositional 

phrases 

 Correctly use capitalization 

 Punctuate declarative and in-

terrogative sentences 

 Spell frequently used sight 

words correctly 

 

This highlights guide does not 
contain the complete curriculum. 
It is meant to be an overview of 

the content taught.  

Many additional topics, skills, and 
standards are covered throughout  

the school year. 

 

In Health your child will: 

 Identify factors that contribute 

to good health 

 Identify valid health information 

 Use interpersonal communication 

skills to enhance health 

 Use goal setting and decision 

making skills to enhance their 

health 

 Explain the importance of good 

dental care 

 Label their emotions 

 Demonstrate understanding of 

safety procedures (crossing the 

street, fire drills, tornado drills) 

In Music your child will: 

 Sing independently on pitch 

 Sing independently on rhythm 

 Sing from memory 

 Play easy rhythmic and melodic 

patterns accurately 

 Will play music in groups 

 Use appropriate music terminolo-

gy when explaining music notation 

and instruments. 

 Identify similarities and differ-

ences in sections of music  

In Physical Education your child 
will: 

 Show versatility in basic move-

ment skills 

 Uses a variety of non-locomotor 

movements such as bending, 

twisting, and turning 

 Understands that feedback helps 

to improve skills and performance 

 Identifies cardiovascular activity 

such as increased heart rate, 

breathing, and sweating 

 Use equipment properly and safe-

ly 

In Spanish your child will: 

 Ask and answer questions in con-

versation sharing personal infor-

mation (favorite color, birthday 

etc.) 

 Exchange greetings in Spanish; 

hello, goodbye etc. 

 Respond to simple oral and writ-

ten directions in Spanish 

 Use correct pronunciation, in-

flection, and intonation when 

speaking in Spanish 

 Learn about traditions and 

events of the culture 

 Comprehend the main ideas in 

simple presentations in the 

Spanish language 

 Use numbers to count (1-30), 

add/subtract  (1-9) and tell the 

date 

 Expand their reading vocabulary 

in Spanish 

In Art your child will: 

 Learn basic art vocabulary relat-

ed to their study of art 

 Explore the elements and  princi-

ples 

 Gain understanding of design and 

pattern in nature 

 Develop  basic skills to produce 

quality work 

 Use problem solving strategies 

 Learn simple media techniques 

 Know that art communicates ide-

as 

 Know that artwork has meaning 
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