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Second Grade Curriculum Highlights 
In Social Studies your child will: 

 Distinguish between past, present and fu-

ture times using timelines 

 Construct an historical timelines for events 

in United States history 

 Identify contributions of people in history 

 Identify American Indians as the first 

Americans 

 Construct a family tree and relate it to 

immigration 

 Explore important events in history 

 Develop an awareness of current events 

 Identify the oceans 

 Identify landforms 

 Know the difference between city, state, 

country and world 

 Identify connections between the neigh-

borhood and other places in the world 

 Locate important positions on the Earth’s 

surface 

 Construct a basic map with a key use a 

scale to measure distance 

 Distinguish between neighborhood, 

city/community, state, country and conti-

nent 

 Identify the reasons for the movement of 

people 

 Identify the commonalities and differences 

of families 

 Identify groups and clubs to belong to in 

the community 

 Compare and contrast peoples’ lives in dif-

ferent countries through their cultural 

customs and holiday celebrations 

 Complete assignments in a structured coop-

erative group with assigned responsibilities 

 Identify national holidays and their im-

portance 

 Identify and explore career choices 

 Illustrate the process of production and 

consumption of a product 

 Describe the personal finances (e.g., in-

come, spending, saving) 

 

 

 

 

In Mathematics your child will: 

 Write and order numbers to 1000 

 Understand the use of ordinal numbers 1st 

through the 10th 

 Use a number line 

 Count backwards and forwards from a given 

number 

 Count by 2’s to 100 

 Use manipulative and strategies to add and 

subtract within 100 

 Draw basic geometric shapes  

 Identify lines of symmetry 

 Recognize congruent figures 

 Understand mathematical symbols to repre-

sent expressions and equations  

 Use appropriate dollar-cent notation 

 Sort, classify and order numbers 

 Find missing numbers in + and – 

 Use mental math to find sums and differ-

ences of 10 and 100 

 Measure length to the nearest yard, half 

inch, meter 

 Identify hexagons, octagons, parallelograms 

 Solve word problems using addi-

tion/subtraction in number sentences 

 Count, compare, and make change with coins 

 Understand odd and even numbers 

 Understand numbers as a part of the whole 

 Estimate to nearest foot/inch 

 Compare numbers/objects for greater/less 

than or equal to 

 Add, subtract one, two, and three digit num-

bers grouping and regrouping  

 Master addition and subtraction facts 

 Know the inverse relationship between addi-

tion and subtraction 

 Read and write time to the quarter hour and 

5 minute intervals 

 Read concrete/pictorial bar graphs 

 

 
 
 

 

 List reasons why recycling is important 

 Identify sources of pollution 

 Describe rights and responsibilities of a good 

citizen 

 Identify symbols of a country—flag, eagle, and 

Statue of Liberty 

 Participate in classroom voting 

 Recognize need for laws in society 

 Identify responsibilities under the law 

 Identify mayor, governor and president as lead-

ers 

 Identify examples of democracy (freedom) 

 Describe the basic function and parts of our 

government 

 Recognize all life a gift from God 

 Demonstrate the value of sharing to help others 

 Identifies at a primary level the family as a basic 

social institution 

 Recognizes examples of social responsibility 

 Begin to solve problems in a peaceful way 

 Recognize obligations of Christian to seek justice 

in the world 

 Understand the basic rights of people 

 Discuss ways to care for the poor 

 Identify behaviors that help others 

 Identify common traits in children who are poor 

 Display examples of individual and cultural dif-

ferences 

 Participate in simple service projects that bene-

fit others 

 Can name bad elements that hurt the environ-

ment (land, air and water) 

 Demonstrate that people can make the environ-

ment better by their actions 

 Takes part in simple activities that improve the 

environment 

 Identify God as the maker of everything in the 

environment 

 

 

This highlights guide does  
      not contain the complete  

curriculum. It is meant to be an overview of 
the content taught.  

Many additional topics, skills, and standards 
are covered throughout  

the school year. 
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In Science your child will: 

 Know that gravity is a force that pulls objects 

toward Earth 

 Realize that the sun is the central and largest 

body in the solar system 

 Demonstrate how sounds travel through air 

and can be used to obtain information and 

produce sound 

 Know that plants need certain conditions to 

grow 

 Know that different plants live in  different 

habitats 

 Know that electricity in circuits can produce 

heat, light, sound, and magnetic effects 

 Utilize problem solving skills in science explo-

ration 

 Know that scientific tools can be used to 

gather information and extend the senses 

 Recognize that Science is part of everyday 

life 

 Know the basic patterns of movement of the 

sun and moon 

 Know the disbursement of stars is uneven and 

brightness unequal 

 Recognize that the earth’s surface is mostly 

water 

 Discover that animals need certain conditions 

to grow 

 Explain that all living things reproduce  

 Investigate how animal tracks provide clues to 

animals 

 Explore light in travel patters 

 Observe that human body parts have func-

tions adapted for special tasks 

 Identify healthy lifestyles, habits and hy-

giene 

 Know that things face to the ground unless 

something holds them up 

 

 

  Second Grade Curriculum Highlights—Continued 

In Reading/Language Arts your child will: 

 Apply phonics concepts such as variant sounds, 

vowel digraphs, diphthongs, singular posses-

sives, final consonant blends 

 Predict and infer using illustrations and pic-

ture walking 

 Predict and infer using title 

 Identify main idea and key points 

 Read with fluency, accuracy and expression 

 Recognize elements of story structure 

 Read for information 

 Identify differences between fiction and 

nonfiction  

 Identify characters, setting, problem and 

events 

 Become familiar with different genres 

 Relate reading to prior knowledge and experi-

ence 

 Demonstrate understanding through reading, 

reflection, and discussion 

 Summarize main events                   

   sequentially 

 Demonstrate phonemic awareness 

 Select appropriate materials to read for dis-

covery, appreciation, and enjoyment 

 Identify criteria for effective oral presenta-

tions 

 Read aloud effectively from previously read 

material 

 Tell fictional stories to a partner 

 Volunteer information that is relevant to dis-

cussion 

 Ask clarifying questions 

 Follow three step directions to complete a 

task 

 Compose detailed sentences 

 Compose and publish using prewriting and 

drafting strategies 

 Demonstrate understanding of capitalization 

use 

 Spell frequently used sight words correctly 

 

 

In Physical Education your child will: 

 Show versatility in basic movement skills 

 Uses a variety of non-locomotor movements 

such as bending, twisting, and turning 

 Understands that feedback helps to improve 

skills and performance 

 Identifies cardiovascular activity such as 

increased heart rate, breathing, and sweating 

 Use equipment properly and safely 

 Select appropriate practice activities to im-

prove skills 

 Work cooperatively with a partner and in 

small groups 

 Understand that physical activity can provide 

an opportunity to enjoy the company of oth-

ers 

In Health your child will: 

 Identify responsible health behaviors 

 Identify personal health needs 

 Compare behaviors that are safe to those 

that are risky or harmful 

 Demonstrate strategies to improve or main-

tain personal health 

 Develop injury prevention strategies for per-

sonal health 

 Demonstrate ways to avoid and reduce 

threatening situations 

 Apply skills to manage stress 

 In Art your child will: 

 Learn basic art vocabulary related to their 

study of art 

 Explore the elements and  principles 

 Gain understanding of design and pattern in 

nature 

 Develop  basic skills to produce quality work 

 Use problem solving strategies 

 Learn simple media techniques 

 Know that art communicates ideas 

 Know that artwork has meaning 



In Spanish your child will: 

 Ask and answer questions in conversation 

sharing personal information (favorite col-

or, birthday etc.) 

 Exchange greetings in Spanish; hello, good-

bye etc. 

 Respond to simple oral and written direc-

tions in Spanish 

 Use correct pronunciation, inflection, and 

intonation when speaking in Spanish 

 Learn about traditions and events of the 

culture 

 Comprehend the main ideas in simple 

presentations in the Spanish language 

 Use numbers to count (1-30), add/subtract  

(1-9) and tell the date 

 Expand their reading vocabulary in Spanish 

In Religion your child will: 

  Express belief in God as Trinity 

 Know that Baptism is a sacrament of initia-

tion into the Church 

 Retell the stories of the lives of the saints 

 Celebrate the sacrament of reconciliation 

 Recognize the items found in a Church wor-

ship space 

 Know the requirements for receiving Com-

munion 

 Recognize saints as people who follow Jesus 

and act accordingly 

 Recognize that all families have happy and 

sad times 

 Know that prayer is raising one’s mind and 

heart to God 
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  Second Grade Curriculum Highlights—Continued 

In Physical Education your child will: 

Show versatility in basic movement skills 

Uses a variety of non-locomotor move-

ments such as bending, twisting, and turn-

ing 

Understands that feedback helps to 

improve skills and performance 

Identifies cardiovascular activity such as 

increased heart rate, breathing, and 

sweating 

Use equipment properly and safely 

Select appropriate practice activities to 

improve skills 

Work cooperatively with a partner and in 

small groups 

Understand that physical activity can 

provide an opportunity to enjoy the com-

pany of others 

In Music your child will: 

 Sing independently on pitch 

 Sing independently on rhythm 

 Sing from memory 

 Play easy rhythmic and melodic patterns 

accurately 

 Will play music in groups 

 Use appropriate music terminology when 

explaining music notation and instru-

ments. 

 Identify similarities and differences in 

sections of music  

 

apple 
baby 
back 
ball 
bear 
bed 
bell 
bird 
birthday 
boat 
box 
boy 
bread 
brother 
cake 
car 
cat 
chair 
chicken 
children 
Christmas 
coat 
corn 
cow 
day 
dog 
doll 
door 
duck 
egg 
eye 
farm 
farmer 
father 
feet 
fire 
fish 
floor 
flower 
game 
garden 
girl 
good-bye 
grass 
ground 
hand 
head 
hill 
home 
letter 

horse 
house 
kitty 
leg 
man 
men 
milk 
money 
morning 
mother 
name 
nest 
night 
paper 
party 
picture 
pig 
rabbit 
rain 
ring 
robin 
Santa 
Claus 
school 
seed 
sheep 
shoe 
sister 
snow 
song 
squirrel 
stick 
street 
sun 
table 
thing 
time 
top 
toy 
tree 
watch 
water 
way 
wind 
window 
wood 

Grade Two 

Ninety-five 

Common nouns found 
in Reading 


